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GERIMIS Art Project started in March 2018 by Wendi Sia and

Sebastian Heng. The idea came when we went hiking in Ayer Hitam

Forest Reserve, were stopped by police because of trespassing, and

then learned that there were Orang Asli (OA) living in Puchong. In

disbelief of our ignorance, we wanted to know more about Malaysiaôs

indigenous people, which history, stories and narratives have been

systematically marginalised from top-down.

As creatives, what was the best way for us to learn? Through an art

project. We didnôtwant to learn from research papers and textbooks

(although it was necessary for us to read first before anything else). But

we didnôtwant to do an art project about OA. We wanted to do an art

project with the OA, to grow together creatively, and to encourage

knowledge exchange. Thus, birthed GERIMIS Art Project.

Our Story



OUR JOURNEYéso far
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MAR

2018

AUG

¶ Applying and securing funds.

¶ Networking and collaboration.

¶ Improve proposal based on discussions.

DEC

¶ Research and development (Fieldworks)

¶ Meeting with communities.

¶ INXO Arts Fund Preview @ Kongsi KL (8-9 Dec)

JAN

MAY

¶ Sending proposals to festivals.

¶ Feedback from festivals.

¶ Research and development (Fieldworks)

¶ Compiling content for books & exhibition.

¶ Writing & designing books.

¶ Promoting events on social media.

¶ Finalising and printing of books.

¶ SG Art Book Fair 2019 (28-30 June)

202X

¶ Bump in (set building, transport of artwork, etc.)

¶ George Town Festival 2019 (11-28 July)

¶ Planning next steps.

TIMELINE

2019

JUL
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Funders Team & Artists Collaborators

In 2018, GERIMIS Art Project received

arts fund from INXO Arts Fund, Krishen

Jit ASTRO Fund, and Hai-O Arts &

Culture Grant, which contributed RM10k

each to the overall budget of bringing

GERIMIS Art Exhibition to George Town

Festival 2019.

From top left: Wendi Sia (Project Manager),

Sebastian Heng (Creative Director), Sarah

Amer (Comms), Sharon Yap (Art Director),

Artists: Shaq Koyok, Leny Maknoh, Ramlan

Koyok, Vicky Eluq, Ronnie Bahari, Jefree

Salim, Weavers: Yau Niuk & Nadiawati Miah,

Maznah Unyan, Illustrators: Yiow Shuey Myn

and Goni Room: Afiq & Soufi



Kg. Dedari, Kuala Tahan

Bateq tribe (June 2018)

Tasik Chini (Jakun tribe)

(November 2018)

Kg. Sungai Jor, Tapah

Semai tribe (May 2019)

Kg. Sungai Bumbun, Pulau Carey

Mah Meri tribe (Oct, Nov 2018, 

February, March, July 2019) 

Kg. Paya Rumput, Selangor

Temuan tribe (Nov, Dec 2018, 

January, May 2019) 

Bukit Tadom, Selangor

Temuan tribe (Dec 2018)

Kg. Sungai Temon, Johor Bahru

Seletar tribe (Nov 2018, 

February, March, June 2019) 
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Research & Development

From our fieldwork at several OA villages

located at Tapah, Johor Bahru, Tasik Chini,

Pulau Carey, Paya Rumput, and Kuala Tahan,

we learned that the forest and the sea mean

identity to OA. We discover how forests shape

a people and how its loss means much more

than just losing trees.

Without the forest, they lose many aspects of

their identity as their traditions and culture

come from close relationship with nature. Many

of their stories and songs portray the love and

reverence for the forest, river, and mountains

that surround them.

Therefore, GERIMIS focuses on both the

struggles and the success of the OAðfighting

deforestation and land rights, while celebrating

their arts and cultural treasures and talents.
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KG. DEDARI, KUALA TAHAN (BATEQ)
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KG. SUNGAI BUMBUN (MAH MERI)
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TASIK CHINI (JAKUN)


