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First premiering in 

Penang in 2023, the 2025 

iteration was staged at 

Papan Haus, Petaling 

Jaya, reaching new 

audiences in the Klang 

Valley. The project 

continued its 

commitment to being a 

powerful platform for 

advocacy, dialogue, 

healing, and collective 

responsibility through 

the arts.
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Burden of Proof is a theatre 

production about sexual 

violence in Malaysia. Built 

upon the real-life 

testimonies of victim-

survivors received through 

an open call in 2023 & 2025, 

the production weaves 

together dramatic 

monologue, movement, 

original music, and visual 

installations to present an 

honest and confronting 

portrayal of sexual violence 

and its impact.



Collecting narratives: Sought 
personal accounts and recollections 
of lived experiences from victim-
survivors of sexual violence in our 
communities. Our stories shaped 
the work of the project.

Sharing stories: Created a safe 
space where the perspectives and 
realities of victim-survivors were 
shared with the wider community. It 
also provided a platform for our 
voices to be heard.
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Community engagement: Used 
performance and visual art as 
tools for advocacy to raise 
awareness, education, 
accountability, and collective 
responsibility in an accessible, 
inclusive, and engaging way.

Public Discourse: Identified 
public opinion, knowledge, and 
perspectives on the various 
issues related to sexual violence 
and gender-based violence, i.e., 
victim-blaming, policies (law and 
politics), culture, religion, and 
more
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JUSTIN KHAW
Lighting, Set 

Design 
& Artist

YSABEL LOH
Director; Co-

writer

DARYNN 
WEE

Production
Manager

BERNARDINE 
ABEYSEKRA

Music Composer; 

MIRIAM 
DEVAPRASANA

Creative Advisor, 

CHARITY 
YONG

Co-Writer

Volunteers: Darren Wee, Wee Lee Ooi, 
Birgitta Abeysekra & Ilyasa Adhi

ERYN TAY
Stage 

Manager



Photos: DDJ.Co & Daniel Lee



Page 08

CHRISALYN
N

MATTHE

W

SOFE VILLMET YSABE



PRODUCTION DEVELOPMENT & IMPLEMENTATION
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October 2024 -
June 2025

28 May 2025; 
18 June 2025

1 - 6 
July 2025

Production Week• Open Call Launched 

(second round)

• Research & Development 

• Script editing

• Closed Auditions 

• Rehearsals

Closed Preview Nights



MAY 2025
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JUNE 2025
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The Quiet 
Space 
for contemplation and community stories
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